Plastic Waste Management
Challenges Paradise Island

By Supardi Asmorobangun

ali described in fancy tourism bro- made vast green rice field crisscrossed by abundant
chures and travel guide books is suckverflowing rivers with the backdrops of towering
a beautiful tropical island fringed withbluish green volcanic peaks. What an ideal tropical

Amazingly enough, this tiny is-
land is occupied by 3 million Hindus
known for their endless hospitality,
warm gesture, everlasting smile and
spectacular tradition, dance and cul-
ture. They are not the type on Hindu
people youbve ever se
lenniumlong historical formation
during its inception in the neighbor-
ing land of Java had made their re-
ligion such a unique faith far differ-
ent from where it was born, India.
Indeed, such a description is very
true. For almost a millennium now,
Bali remains as beautiful as it ever
during the era the Majapahit Empire
took form in 1292.

It is such a complete tropical

SRS — ISR  tourist destinations by any measure:
High school students participating at the regular plastic clean up take a break from crawled beach life to tradition
at the top of the Mt Mangu in Central Bali.

to unbeaten path of mountain track.

Going beyond the sight of the
cent surf waves as well as superb underwater womdgiorial brochures is the fact that the island, in the
right before its white sandy beach. Such natural past couple of decades, has been seriously chal-
splendor is beautifully matched with skillfully man lenged by the abundance plastic waste. From its un-
derwater, coastal beach, mangrove
area right to the top of the mountain.
Top of the mountain? Well, it is in-
deed.

This tiny island of Bali is natu-
rally and uniquely shaped like a
pyramid, it is so small but also so
tall, with its Mt Agung towering at
3,140m, believed by local as the na-
vel of the universe, the center point
of their legendary Hindu Dharma
religion. Several other peaks, making
a chain right from the very west to
the very east, also are well about
2000meter high range.

With water keep flowing from
every peak to feed its ever flowing

Mangrove Forest down in Kuta and Sanur is always the end point of plastic rivers across abundant riield, it
waste flowing from the nearby rivers. means whatever people throw from
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Our clean up team come from various background ranging from casual hikers to serious mount climbers, schoolchildren, merfBalis

I nternational Women Association (Bl WA) as well as t ¢ahalergedby (t op) .
the overflowing plastic waste especially in the sites nearby river flowing from the urban area of Denpasar that regulaupléaglow left).
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Every Balinese is a
mount hiker, but it

IS where the prob-
lem is when it
comes to an Issue to
keep the peak clean.




Beyond this picturesque Kuta where many tens of thousands of travelers flock in its white sandy and magnificent waves every
single day, laying behind the screen remains an island-¢apable of coping with its plastic waste issue.

As its Hinduism tradition teaches, every moun-butter, peanut, sweets, and so much more.
tain peak is believed to the seat of God, the place Since there are many hundred of pilgrims every
most considered sacred. Thus, there is always a temek to just every peak, keeping the area green is
ple at every summit honored to the almighty, whemeally a big question.
casual Balinese pay pilgrimage regularly for medita- Worse, since every mountain access always on
tion or simply serve the food for the almighty. the edge of a hill, many pilgrims simply throw such
Thus, we can assume one in every five Balinesgaste on the side of the edge. Often the trail is clean
must have ever climbed a mountain, for this reli- enough, but when one explores either side of the
gious reason. And many of them are such regulartrack s/he will discover the plastic rubbish scattered
mountain templeyoers, ever since the citife be-  across the gorge.
coming more crowded that they need the calm
mountain peak as their choice of religious retreat.
They visit the top to pray, and thus are not dis-
turbed by environmental issue in their mind. They
are not the type of mouihiikers who would say
ADondt | eave anything but f
thing but photograph. o6 They
and to offer gods with their best offering: various
kind of food, flower and fruit.
Until three decades ago, such a tradition was not
a problem. Their abundance of offering and food are
wrapped with banana leaves, their drinking water
was carried in ceramic container, their cakes were
carried in clothmade bag or sarong. Now with ad-
vance of bottled water, energy drink or whatever the
industry advertise, such bottles are simply thrownRegular underwater Clean Up held along Sanur Beach, the
away along the way. And this happens to many othér! ando6s premi er beach famous for
kind plastic wraps for cakes, chocolate bar, bread>e"ously disturbed by the plastic waste issue.
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