
 
Top to Top Annual report 2007 
 
The annual report 2007 covers a reporting period starting with the fourth quarter of 2006 until 
November 2007. This year TOPtoTOP visited ten different countries and inspired many people to take 
action for climate protection. TOPtoTOP was featured in TV broadcasts and newspaper articles in 
twelve countries. The TOPtoTOP team sailed 4600 nautical miles as part of our Global Climate 
Expedition. During our expedition we met many people and organizations driving climate protection 
actions. An increasing amount of people is impacted by global warming. Unfortunately, the people 
impacted by climate change are often people with limited ability and means to protect themselves from 
the effects. Polynesia for instance is impacted by increasing hurricane activity and rising sea level.  
Many people we met in 2007 during our expedition begin to realize that action is needed. We find that 
our presentations about wind and solar energy are very popular. By the end of 2007 we have 
presented our TOPtoTOP vision and expedition to over 20’000 people and we have cleaned our 
planet of over 15 tons of waste through local clean up initiatives. The TOPtoTOP Global Climate 
Expedition has a zero emission carbon footprint. Our waste clean up initiatives are our way of thanking 
our planet for many wonderful experiences also again in 2007. 
TOPtoTOP would not be possible without the generous support and hospitality of the people we have 
met on our expedition in 2007 and all the years before. We owe a big thank you to all our sponsors 
and supporters especially our main sponsor Victorinox from Switzerland. We also thank Presence 
Switzerland – the Swiss Portal, IST AG and the International School of Tourist management, Webasto 
and all other people and organizations that support TOPtoTOP. A list of supporters can be found on 
our web site http://www.toptotop.org/supporters/index.php  
A special thank you goes to our members Iris, Urs, Peter, Annemarie and Andrea, who joined the 
expedition in 2007 and to Gaby, Thomas, Fiona, Andre and our families who took care of 
administration, websites, accounting etc.  
 

 
RAI UNO    Huahine         Solarmobil 
 
Course of the year 
Highlight of this period for the family Schwoerer was the birth of their son Andri. Thanks to our friends 
Dominik and Georgy Bergantz, we managed to get a buoy from Michel Dehran at Tahiti. Because of 
this facility we did not have to worry about our home Pachamama during the birth of Andri. The long 
odyssey to find a suitable birth location for Andri took us finally back to Chile, after a long trip via the 
Easter Islands and Argentine. In Victoria, Chile, we visited the reintegration facility from “Esuela 
Confederation Suiza”, where we helped to initiate extension of the facility. In Valdivia we experienced 
warm hospitality from our members Elena and Federico Dünner. It allowed Sabine to recover and 
prepare for the upcoming birth.  
Gino Casassa glaciologist and climate scientist integrated Dario’s publication, about the effects of 
climate change on the profession of mountain guide, in his last climate report for the UN IPCC. Thanks 
to Gino’s contacts we where able to instruct young Chilenians about the technique of guiding on 
glaciers. TOPtoTOP members Iris and Urs Schlegel joined him to the summit of the volcano Mocho. 
 End 2006 the family Schwoerer returned to Switzerland to baptise their son Andri and to support the 
Swissnautic boat show. Christmas ended up being a stressful period because both their children had 
to be hospitalized with pneumonia. Both families where a tremendous help and support in this difficult 
period.  
Andri’s baptise was combined with a TOPtoTOP member meeting. Many members joined for a fondue 
at Swiss Hörnli and stayed for the night in the monastery of Fischingen where the baptise ceremony 
took place the next day. We would like to thank father Stephan for the organization of this wonderful 
event and for his daily prayers for our family and expedition.  
Rolf Krähebühl from BEA-Expo offered us the ability to present and promote our Wind and Solar 
energy systems that we actively apply on our expedition ship Pachamama. Victorinox helped us build 
an attractive booth at the boat show and with the help of Sepp Gissler from Megasol, we also had a 



solar energy specialist in our exhibition team. The Megasol solar panels have proven to be very 
effective and reliable during the TOPtoTOP expedition. We organized a snowshoe tour for the 
Megasol employees to thank them for their support and engagement.  
 

 
Annemarie      Pachamama         Swissnautic 
 
 
Fabien Bavaud from Presence Switzerland (EDA) helped us to present TOPtoTOP in Bern, the 
political capital of Switzerland. Thanks to this presentation opportunity we are invited to participate in 
the World Expo 2010 Shanghai China as part of the Swiss presence. Hans-Peter Willi Swiss Consul in 
Shanghai has already helped us making important connections.  
Our idea is to plan a TOPtoTOP tour through China in cooperation with Chinese mountaineers, with 
the purpose to attract as many people as possible to the Swiss presence at the World Exhibition. With 
impressions from our bike tour and trip along the river Yangtse and clean ups at Mount Everest we will 
present our Swiss innovations for a green Planet.  
 
Between the baptise and boat show we worked as ski instructor and mountain guide. Unfortunately 
the 2006/2007 winter was one with little snow. We where more successful with our public 
presentations. Peter Storm invited us to present our project to a large group of HP employees in 
Zürich.  
Our member Annemarie Buechler offered us a place to stay in Lenk Switzerland. During a  
TOPtoTOP presentation we met Marianne Tschanz from Lenk Tourism office. Due to her press 
release we managed to organize a lot of Swiss National media coverage. In February alone three TV 
stations and four newspapers covered TOPtoTOP extensively with features in; 10-vor-10 from the 
Swiss national television DRS, Daily news from Television Zurich and a talk show from Television East 
Switzerland. Swiss newspapers from AZ Media Group and Bern Newspaper featured full page articles 
in addition to a long list of newspaper articles.  
 
Our members Thomas Lohbeck and Andre Zika created a TOPtoTOP DVD with all media features. 
The TOPtoTOP media DVD can be ordered with andre.zika@cash-systeme.ch Both members joined 
us during a skitour event in Bivio end of February. Peter Locher let us use his holiday home for the 
event at which we had great weather and finally good snow. 
 
Our three months stay in Switzerland ended with a party at Lanaberg. On the way back to Tahiti we 
made a stopover in Sydney to coordinate our planned activities for end 2007. Corinne and Robert 
Urquhart provided an ideal “base camp” in the centre of Sydney.  
In Tahiti we lifted Pachama out of the water. Murette Insurances provided us the financial means to 
repair the ships rudder. During the repair activities at Technimarine we stayed with Francoise 
Macherez, this made it much easier to conduct the repair activities. FULLRIVER Batteries sponsored 
TOPtoTOP new batteries for Pachamama and MAMUTEC offered us new ropes.  
We where delighted to find that the analysis of Sabine’s skin problem was not caused by a skin tumor. 
In Tahiti we received great help for our expedition from children’s doctor Blanche Charfour, teacher 
Patrice Bouteuil, family Coco, Marc Henrion and Elenore Bertsch. 
Our member Peter Locher joined us for three weeks on the journey from Papeete to Bora Bora. At 
Morea teacher Lila Panassioux offered us school materials to support poor schools.  
RAI UNO, Italian broadcasting company, featured a school visit in Huahine. We believed that the 
documentary would only be broadcasted in Europe but where pleased to hear from Frederico that he 
had seen the TOPtoTOP TV item on TV in Chili.  
Annemarie Büchler arrived just before we set sail. She stayed for five Months until New Caledonia and 
she was a great help on board specifically with navigation, her expertise as biologist supporting school 
visits and being a wonderful acting grandmother for our children. In Tahaa we received a warm 
welcome from school director Eric Egger, he is born in Altstetten Switzerland. His only memory of 
Switzerland is his passport and a Swiss cow bell.  
Dario and Peter could not resist climbing the steep cliffs on Bora Bora. Rene Schmidlin from 
Switzerland was the first to start a diving school “TOPdive” in Polynesia. He sponsored TOPtoTOP 
diving gear that we can use for instance in case of have do dive for a dropped anker. 



At the Suvarow Atoll, part of the Cook Islands, we found that the passage was to dangerous due to 
high seas. Between Suvarow and Samoa we managed to make 188 sea miles in 24 hours. Our record 
is at 210 sea miles in 24 hours between Tonga and Wallis.  
 

 
Contest       Morea                        Clean up in Makogai 
 
In Samoa we got the message from Fritzi and Stephan Brunner that we had a new TOPtoTOP 
member, Theda Odilia Brunner, born in Bern. We met Marco and Maria Ines Kappenberger who also 
wanted to join as TOPtoTOP member. They live in Samoa and helped us organize media connections 
locally. The next day we got interviews with two TV stations and the Samoa Observer.  
 
In Savaii we met the local environmental protection specialist Moelagi Jackson and Craterman, who is 
known to protect the environment on “his” volcano. In Fayamolo, Anna and Andi Kreutz, helped us 
with transportation for our local school visits. The Lagoto Beach Resort from Kucki Refzlaft provided 
the infrastructure for our TOPtoTOP activities at Savaii and the family from Fila Fyyen, who lost their 
house in the last hurricane, adopted us in their family.  
In Niuatoputapu, part of Tonga, we helped launch a facility to deposit waste. Best case, this island is 
serviced only three times per year from a supply vessel. While there was no doctor, Sabine, being a 
trained nurse, was an important help to the local community and we could provide medicine from our 
ships pharmacy. A few years ago every house received a solar panel and battery, thanks to “Aid New 
Zealand”. Unfortunately, the users did not receive any training on the new technology. TOPtoTOP 
organized a solar and battery starters training and sponsored a measurement device.  
Before our departure we experienced a mysterious death on the island. The only foreigner, living with 
a local family, was found dead in the riff with his legs tied together. Later a letter from him was found 
that contained a call for help. Dario photographed all documents and informed the German authorities 
in Wellington.  
In Wallis we met Michiel Soula, Evelyne and Etienne Petit who helped us organize school and visits 
and activities and media connections. With Pierre Gins from “voile pour tous” we organized a clean-up 
event with children with mental retardation, a first event of its kind. In the hospital Sabine learned how 
to stitch wounds from surgeon Francois Codinach.  
 

 
Wallis       Reef             Navigation with Andri 
 
In Fiji, Dolly from Copra Shed Marina in Savusavu, offered us a mooring and Savita and Dharmedran 
provided us Internet access. We were finally able to catch up with all email from schools, friends, 
partner organizations etc. Dario found a job sailing the Catamaran “Legaris” to Lautoka. The owners 
George and Natalie sponsored TOPtoTOP one of their sails, that we plan to refit to become our storm 
sail. Kaspar and Steffi Füllemann were also very helpful when they took our broken water maker with 
them when they travelled from Savusavu back to Switzerland. Our Member Andrea Roner 
accompanies us from October till end of year and she will take the repaired water maker back to the 
crew. 
At this year’s global “Clean up the world day” we cleaned the island Makogai, together with many 
children. At this island in the Korosea they breed giant mussels and return them to natural riffs, with 
the purpose to prevent them from becoming extinct. Just a few years ago they also raised Sea Turtles. 
Due to the political situation in the country, the money they need for a diesel generator, to refresh the 
water reservoirs, is not available. It would be ideal to supply the pumps with electricity from solar 
panels. This solution would also provide work to 15 families and the important breeding of protected 



Sea Turtles could be continued. TOPtoTOP is trying to develop a solar based solution concept that 
could be implemented when TOPtoTOP heads for the world exhibition 2010 in China. 
 

 
Vulcan Mocho      Asau, Salaii, Samoa      ToptoTop meeting, Switzerland 
 
In November we have started heading for Vanuatu, New Caledonian and Lord How Island. We plan to 
bike to the next TOPtoTOP summit, mount Kosiusco, highest mountain of Australia. In Sydney we will 
be equipped with new North Sails sponsored by Victorinox. In Australia and Sydney we plan to 
participate in International Boat Shows to promote wind and solar energy.  
Between January and March we will visit schools in New Zealand and during the school holidays we 
plan to work in our professions of mountain guide and nurse. In 2008 we will continue our TOPtoTOP 
expedition and sail north along the coast of Australia. Autumn 2008 we plan a trip to Switzerland to 
prepare our presence in the 2010 world exhibition in China. We will use the occasion to organize a 
TOPtoTOP camp second week of October 2008 in Switzerland. We would appreciate if people could 
let us know if we could use any facilities to organize the camp. 

S 17.35 E 177.26  Dario, Sabine, Salina & Andri                    
 
Please remember to pay your TOPtoTOP 2007 membership fee as soon as possible. Thanks. 
 
Teenagers  CHF 20,-   Schools  CHF 75,- 
Adults   CHF 50,-   Families   CHF 75,- 
Companies, Clubs, Donors CHF 250,- 
 
 
At our homepage we would like to implement a members section, where each member can put his or 
her details. Should you want to be mentioned than please send the details you want to put on to 
Thomas@toptotop.org   
We would also like to ask our members to assure that Gabi, who looks after our finances, has your up 
to date contact details.  
Finally, many thanks for any support you provided to TOPtoTOP in this period. TOPtoTOP is not 
possible without the continuous and generous support from its members. We would like to mention Iris, 
Urs, Peter, Annemarie and Andrea, who joined the expedition and our families, Gaby, Thomas, Andre 
and Peter who look after so many important things and are a great support to us.  
 

 ToptoTop is a non profit organisation under the patronage of the United Nations Environment Program 
 
 

 
Gift in Raiatea      Peter         Material from Präsenz Schweiz 
 
 


